Adherence of Candida to corneal surface.
In the pathogenesis of mycotic infections, adherence of the microbes to surface structures prior to invasion appears to be the initial and essential step in a susceptible host. Adherence and inhibition of adherence of Candida albicans to rabbit corneal surface was investigated in vitro by light and scanning electron microscopic examinations. The results indicate that blastospores of Candida albicans rarely bind to intact corneal epithelium, but consistently adhere to stroma denuded of epithelium. Such adherence was inhibited by concanavalin A. With its strong affinity for the yeast cell wall carbohydrate mannan, concanavalin A may block the site of attachment of yeast cells to the corneal surface.